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elephants en route), Royal Zambezi
is a little more protected from the
wild, set on a high bank, with suites
linked by walkways. As well as 10
classic tents, simply but comfortably
furnished, there are four deluxe
thatched suites, more like cottages
than rooms, with decadent extras
that make you want to hang about
all day: plunge pools, deep copper
baths with views over the river,
outdoor showers, living spaces with
leather sofas and, most appealing of
all on days that sometimes reach
115F (46C), private shaded salas on
the deck, laid with linen and
cushions, for afternoon naps. I
stayed only one night, and was
treated to dinner under the stars on
an island in the middle of the river,
lit with paraffin lamps and candles.
Like most camps on the Zambezi,
the staff couldn’t have been
| friendlier, whether it was around the
| Sausage Tree bar (set on a deck
overlooking the river), on canoe and
| game trips, or in the spa. My

massage, from Zimbabwean
therapist Lauren who used Ttalian
natural oils, was top-notch. It took
place with views of the river beneath
shaded thatched ceilings, beside
billowing white curtains. This is an
ideal camp for families (this year
they will have a family unit),
honeymooners and those who like
luxuries in the bush. Downsides for







