
- Community to
benefitfrompartnershippark

A new ' partnershippark' in theLowerZambeziValleymaychangethefaceof

responsible tourism in Zambia . Thisnewpark ,

thefirst of itskind in Zambia
,

is

currentlybeingestablishedbytheChiawacommunityandtourismoperators
in theGreaterChiawaGameManagementArea

(

GMA
)

,

whichbordersthe
LowerZambeziNationalPark .

Privateoperatorssupportingthescheme include

ChongweRiverCamp ,

Baines'RiverCampandtheRoyalZambeziLodge . The

project ,

which is supportedbytheUNDP
,

aims to conservethevalley' s diverse

ecosystemsanderadicatehunting in thearea . Theland in theChiawaGMAwill
bemanagedbythetrusteesandusedexclusivelyforecotourismactivities.

" Thecommunities willnowbedirectbeneficiaries of allecotourismoperations
in theareaas a result of theestablishment of a communitytrust

,

"

saysChongwe' s

ChrisLiebenberg .

" Allrevenueearnedfromgateentrywillgodirectly to the
communities involved

,

andalloperatorswillpayanannualbedlevy ,

whichwill
gotowardsthepark' s operationalcosts. "

If thispilotprojectprovessuccessful
,

it shouldpavethewayforsimilarprojects in otherparts of ZambiaandAfrica.
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